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Zohayr, chief of the 'Abs, which was the cause of the dispute. It lasted forty years, that is, the feud or vendetta which arose extended over that time; for by the term "war" among the early Arabs must be only understood a state of chronic hostility, in which each tribe endeavoured to injure the other by forays, ambuscades, or single assassinations. The origin of the war of Dahis was the treachery of a section of the tribe of Thobyan, who, when DaMs was matched against Ghabra, a mare belonging to a certain Hothayfet ibn Bedr, obtained the victory for the latter by foul means. The whole story may be read in M. Caussin de Perceval's Essai, vol. II. and at the Proverb "There has fallen out between them a war of Dahis and Ghabra." Ar. Prov. II. 275. Compare also Ar. Prov. I. 210. Elegiac verses by Kays on Hothayfeh are to be found at Hamaseh, p. 210. This war, like the war of Basus, was celebrated among the Arabs for its calamities; hence the proverb More unlucky than Dahis. (Prov. Arab. I. 690). Several phrases, said to have been uttered by Kays during the race, have also become proverbial. The 'Abs were eventually driven from their settlements, to which they only returned after a considerable time; at last they were reconciled with Thobyan. The most celebrated personage of the Benu Abs in older times was the warrior and poet 'Antarah, son of Sheclclad. He fought in the war of Diihis, and was, moreover, author of one of the Mo'al-lak&t. His poem was composed in honour of his cousin *Ableh, whose hand he succeeded in gaming, against the will of her father and brother. 'Antarah. was a mulatto, the son of a negress slave, and therefore ignoble, ^t-^. He was of so dark a complexion that, like Ta'abbata Sherran, another poet of the early age, he was nicknamed e-^c, " crow." For these reasons his alliance was long rejected, and he was exposed to treacherous schemes against his life. Yet his valour and genius made him one of the most conspicuous persons in a remarkable age, and he has always been reckoned the chief hero of the sons of Abs. A romance has been founded on his adventures, which is still one of the most popular works in the East. 'Abs em-